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• Medical  Officer’s 
Report 


For  the  Year  1950. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiarn 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

T be#  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1950. 

The  Public  Health  Officials  are  Dr.  A.  Shearer,  part- 
time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Owen 
Waterhouse,  who  has  rendered  excellent  service  since  his 
appointment.  In  addition  to  being  Sanitary  Inspector, 
he  has  also  been  Highways  Surveyor,  Water  Manager  and 
Meat  Inspector.  I regret  that  he  is  shortly  leaving  your 
Council  to  take  up  another  appointment. 

STATISTICS. 

Area  of  the  Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiarn  Urban 
District  is  7,221  acres. 

Estimated  population,  5,687. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the  rate 
book,  1,678. 

In  addition,  there  are  thirty-four  families  housed  in 
various  buildings  at  the  Military  Camp,  Dolfor  Road,  and 
six  families  at  Glandulas  Hostel. 

Rateable  Value,  at  81st  Dec.,  1950,  £27,226. 

Sum  represented  by  One  Penny  Rate,  £108  : 16  : 1. 

The  general  health  of  the  Area  has  been  good,  and 
there  has  boeu  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  during 
the  year. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


Live  Births  82  41  41 

Legitimate  39  88 

Illegitimate  2 * 3 


This  gives  a birth  rate  of  14 '4  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  Population  compared  with  19M  for  1949  and 
with  15'8  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


Still  Births  4 2 2 

Legitimate  2 2 

Illegitimate  0 0 


The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  is  0*7  compared 
with  0*35  for  1949  and  with  0*37  for  England  and  Wales. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths’  70  29  41 

The  death  rate  is  12*8  compared  with  12*9  for  1949  and 
with  1 1*9  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  all  causes: 

Total.  Male.  Female. — 


5 0 6 

Legitimate  0 1 

Illegitimate  0 4 


This  gives  a death  rate  of  60*9  compared  with  46*2 
for  1949,  and  with  29*8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  : — 

Total,  4.  Legitimate,  1.  Illegitimate,  8. 

All  four  deaths  were  due  to  premature  births. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  enteritis  or  diarrhoea 
under  2 years  of  age. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes,  post- 
abortion sepsis  or  other  maternal  causes. 

Causes  of  Deaths  were  : — 
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Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Aoute  Polomyehitis 

Maligrant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

Maligrant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

Other  malignant  and  hymphatic  neoplasms 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  systems 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

All  Accidents 

Sucide 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1950 


Ersysipelas  ...  4 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  2 

Measles  ...  1 

Acute  polomyehitis  ...  4 

Whooping  Cough  ...  10 


1 

1 

8 

1 

6 

18 

5 
1 

10 

1 

1 

6 
1 
1 
2 
9 
2 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Notification  of  this  disease  is  satisfactorily 
carried  out  in  this  Area. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  were  8,  all  males 
aged  respectively  20,  26,  35. 

The  Non-pulmonary  cases  were  4 and  were  all 
glandular,  aged  respectively,  Males,  8,  8,  12.  Female, 
age  10. 
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There  was  one  death,  a female  aged  58,  due  to 
respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Housing,  Factories  Act,  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the 
District,  Meat  Inspection,  Water  Undertaking,  Sewage 
Disposal,  Ice  Cream  Regulations  are  all  dealt  with  under 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  ending 
December  3lst,  1950: — 

NEW  HOUSING. 

The  difficulty  in  obtaining  building  labour  in  the  area 
interferred  with  the  Council’s  intention  of  commencing 
further  building  schemes  during  the  year,  hut  the  prospects 
of  tli e development  of  two  further  sites  for  74  houses 
together  with  8 shops  and  flats  in  the  area  during  1951  are 
now  considerably  brighter.  The  total  number  of  Council 
houses  at  present  is  137.  During  1950,  lour  private 
houses  were  erected* 

EXISTING  HOUSING. 

Due  to  the  concentration  of  labour  in  other  directions, 
the  shortage  of  houses  and  the  high  cost  of  repairs,  little 
has  been  done  to  the  sub  standard  houses  in  the  area,  and 
not  until  the  many  un-housed  families  are  accommodated, 
can  improved  conditions  be  offered  to  the  tenants  of  the 
old  ones.  It  is  noticable  however,  that  during  the  year  no 
application  whatever  has  been  received  for  an  Improve- 
ment Grant  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  for  the  re- 
conditioning of  a house  within  the  Urban  District,  which 
may  he  considered  to  be  the  obvious  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  owners  to  secure  modern  housing  standards. 

Temporary  accommodation  is  still  afforded  to  84 
families  in  disused  Military  huts  in  the  Town  on  Dolfor 
Road.  These  are  deteriorating  rapidly,  and  it  is  essential 
that  re  housing  of  these  families  be  secured  as  quickly  as 
possible.  In  addition,  six  families  are  housed  at  Glandulas 
Hostel,  Mochdre  Lane. 
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WATER  UNDERTAKING. 


In  spite  of  a drought  in  June,  1950,  which  resulted  in 
the  intake  at  the  Reservoir  almost  ceasing,  the  Town  was 
never  short  of  water,  which  received  its  normal  treatment 
of  filtration  and  chlorination. 

The  pressure  of  the  water  to  the  high  levels  has  again 
caused  trouble,  and  in  September  the  scraping  of  the 
mains  from  the  Reservoir  took  place.  This,  together  wfith 
the  detection  of  a number  of  bursts  in  the  mains  has 
resulted  in  all  the  premises  on  the  high  levels  receiving 
water  by  night  without  resort  to  turning  off. 

Water  is  supplied  direct  to  the  inside  of  1,160  houses 
and  there  are  886  houses  which  are  supplied  by  stand- 
pipes in  yards. 

Samples  of  the  Town’s  filtered  and  chlorinated  water 
taken  monthly  during  the  year  have  always  proved 
satisfactory,  and  analyses  of  various  samples  taken  are 
as  follows  : — 

Bacteriological.  Twelve  samples  of  filtered  and 
chlorinated  water  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  and 
the  following  is  the  report  of  a sample  taken  on  September 
20th,  1960  : — 

Taken  from  tap  in  Wesley  Street,  Newtown. 

Plate  count.  Yeastrel  agar  2 days  87°C  aerobically per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2 days, 

87°C  0 per  100  ml. 
,,  ,,  faecal  coli,  0 per  100  ml. 

Other  examinations  : No  free  chlorine  detected. 

Remarks  : Highly  satisfactory. 

Chemical.  Marked : Town  Mains. 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  water  : 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution...  ...  10. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ...  ...  0 04 

Nitrites 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 


1*2 
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Oxygen  .absorbed  from  permanganate  in  four 

hours  at  80°F.  ...  ...  0*028 

Free  and  saline  ammonia  ...  ...  Nil 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  ...  ...  Nil 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  sediment  ...  trace  sand 
Temporary  hardness  in  degrees  Clark  ...  4 

Permanent  hardness  in  degrees  Clark  ...  2 

pH  Value  ...  ...  ...  7*2 

Remarks  : The  above  Chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory. 

Bacteriological.  Raw  water. 

Plate  count.  Yeastrel  agar  3 days  22°C  aerobically per  ml. 

.»  „ „ 2 „ 87°C  „ per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey,  2 days, 
37°C  13  per  100  ml. 


Approximate  proportions  of  faecal  and  non- faecal  coli : 

(a)  Faecal  coli...  ...  38  per  cent.  ' 

(b)  Non-faecal  coli  ...  62  per  cent. 

Remarks:  Unsatisfactory  unless  treated. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  Slaughter  House,  which  was  closed  during 
October  of  last  year  for  alterations,  was  again  brought 
into  use  from  July,  1950.  Considerable  improvements 
have  been  effected  and  the  conditions  for  dealing  with 
animals,  drainage,  manure,  hides  and  waste  offal  are 
distinctly  better.  It  must  be  emphasised  however  that  in 
spite  of  the  alterations,  the  siting  of  the  Slaughter  House 
in  Stone  Street  remains  an  undesirable  feature,  and  other 
and  more  modern  premises  are  needed  if  it  is  to  continue 
to  cater  for  the  need  of  Newtown  and  the  other  Towns 
and  villages  which  it  serves  at  present. 


The  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  are  as  follows  : 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows  (& 
C.H. 
Cattle. 

Calves. 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

...  783 

198 

590 

5498 

53 

Number  inspected 

...  783 

198 

590 

5498 

53 
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All  deceased  except 
T.B.  Whole  Carcases 

Condemned  ...  4 8 5 19  2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  ...  265  85  10  212  8 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 

other  than  T.B.  ...  84’2%  21’7%  2'5%  4'2%  18'9% 

T.B.  Only.  Whole 

Carcases  condemned  8 4 — — 2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  ...  20  85  — — 1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  T.B.  ...  2*9%  44‘9%  — — 5‘6% 

ICE  CREAM. 

There  are  no  premises  under  the  control  of  the 
Authority  which  manufacture  Ice-Cream  by  the  Heal 
Treatment  process,  but  21  premises  are  registered  for  the 
sale  or  manufacture  for  the  purposes  of  sale  of  Ice-Cream, 
and  they  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  outfall  sewer  from  the  Town  which  takes  both 
foul  drainage  and  some  storm  water  was  found  to  be  in 
need  of  large  scale  attention  due  to  the  deposit  of  solids 
over  a period  of  years,  the  sewer  having  last  been  attended 
to  in  this  manner  20  years  ago.  This  work  was  commenced 
during  the  year  and  has  not  yet  been  completed.  The 
Couneil  are  still  awaiting  a report  from  their  Consultant 
Engineer  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  ending 

(a)  Number  of  inspections  made  during  the 

year  216 

(b)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year, 
distinguishing  Statutory  from  Informal 
notices : — 

Complied 
Served.  with. 


1.  Informal  Notices  74  70 

2.  Statutory  Notices  Nil  Nil 

(c)  The  result  of  such  notices  : — 

1.  Informal  Notices  complied  with  70 

2.  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  Nil 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1987. 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority  : — 

Number  on  Register,  10;  Inspections,  15;  Notices 
served,  0,  and  complied  with,  0. 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority : — 

Number  on  Register,  45  ; Inspections  made,  50. 
Not  complied  with,  1. 

(8)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority: — 

Number  on  Register,  3:  Inspections,  3. 

(Signed),  F.  O.  WATERHOUSE. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  the  help  they  have  so  freely 
given  me  during  the  year.  I regret  that  Mr.  F.  O. 
Waterhouse  who  has  been  very  efficient  in  all  his  various 
duties,  is  shortly  leaving  the  district. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SHEARER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


80tli  July,  1951. 


